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IBIA Comments on U.S. Coast Guard's Biometric Reader Requirement to Enhance Maritime
Security
WASHINGTON, DC / ACCESSWIRE / September 6, 2016 / International Biometrics + Identity Association
(IBIA), the leading international trade group representing the identification technology industry, has published a
new focus paper, Maritime Security Enhanced through Biometric Readers. The focus paper, authored by Walter
Hamilton, Vice Chairman, IBIA, comments on the U.S. Coast Guard's recently published final rule, which
outlines the implementation requirements for electronic biometric readers used in conjunction with the
Transportation Worker Identification Credential (TWIC) - a biometric-enabled identity card.
TSA began issuance of TWICs in 2007 and over 2 million cards have been issued. A sophisticated smart card, the
TWIC contains biometric fingerprint data that can be read electronically and matched with the presented finger of
the card holder to confirm identity when a worker seeks unescorted access to secure areas. Until now, only visual
inspection of the card and its presenter has been mandated for TWIC validation.
"By mandating electronic biometric verification of TWIC card holders in high risk facilities and vessels, the U.S.
Coast Guard is finally using the biometric and other electronic validation technology on the TWIC credential to
achieve a higher level of security at our most sensitive maritime assets," said Tovah LaDier, Managing Director,
IBIA. "This is a welcome step that reduces maritime security risk by leveraging biometrics and advanced smart
card technology."
IBIA sees the rule to require electronic TWIC readers as a clear signal that the U.S. Coast Guard believes that
biometric technology should be a part of the nation's maritime security. The full IBIA focus paper details the
history of TWIC, the benefits of electronic readers, and how the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) is
supporting the implementation of the new electronic readers.
Read the full paper at ibia.org/resources/comments.
About IBIA:
IBIA advances the adoption and responsible use of technologies for managing human identity to enhance security,
privacy, productivity, and convenience for individuals, organizations, and governments. To effectively carry out
its mission, IBIA focuses on three core activities: Advocacy, Connections, and Education. For more, please
visit www.ibia.org.
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